Influence of thyroid hormone deficiency in DNA contents in different areas of adult rat brain.
We have studied DNA concentrations in various regions of the adult rat brain in prolonged hypothyroidism of different origin. In both normal and hypothyroid rats hypophysis, cerebellum and hypothalamus contained the highest concentrations of DNA. Hypothyroidism produced a slight decrease in DNA content but this effect varied according to the different regions. These variations were due to changes in their maturation period, a critical and specific target for thyroid hormone action after birth.